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this newsletter online!  

Welcome to the 2nd 
R2CITIES Newsletter!  

We are now up to cruising speed as we head into our second year and the consortium is 
intensively collaborating to fine-tune and plan the interventions at the demonstration sites.  

Our 2
nd

 progress meeting in June was far from being an isolated event. It was designed to fit 
into the fully packed Genoa Smart Week, hosted by Genoa Municipality. This Smart Week 
included a series of high-level policy events, conferences, and fora during which a number 
of other European projects in fields related to R2CITIES held their consortium meetings and 
general assemblies. The Smart Week thus represented a unique opportunity for leveraging 
outreach and knowledge sharing among the energy efficiency community at all levels. We 
will be spotlighting Genoa in this issue and introducing both Genoa Municipality and the 
University of Genoa. 

!ǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜƭƛƴŜΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǎǘŜǇǎ ƻŦ ōǊƛƴging the demonstrations 
to fruition is the public procurement rounds. At each of the demonstration sites, Genoa 
(Italy), Kartal (Turkey), and Valladolid (Spain), the innovative retrofit work to be undertaken 
has to go through a procurement process. This is not straightforward since there is a fine 
middle road to go down between complying with local legislation and the necessary 
alignment of work among the three demonstration sites. 

Happy reading and happy holidays! 

With best wishes 
Rubén Garcia Pajares - R2CITIES Coordinator 
Fundación CARTIF 
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Greening our cities 
Solutions to halving energy consumption, costs and greenhouse 
emissions in cities may be on the horizon, as long as partners find 
suitable ways to cooperate.  

. 

Nullam suscipit neque in ligula. Duis lectus. 
Curabitur ornare, magna iaculis sodales placerat, 
nisi tellus sollicitudin sapien, eu cursus pede justo 
ut nulla. Nullam in magna adipiscing ipsum fringilla 

iaculis. 

Imagine if a city could halve its energy consumption, costs and 

greenhouse gas emissions. This would get closer to levels that 

would ensure sustainability of resources. On a planet under 

constant threat of environmental and energy crises, this 

would be a welcome change. Suppose also that this city finds 

a strategy to upgrade its household energy system with a 

ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƻŦ ŀǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŀǎ ϵмлл ǇŜǊ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ƳŜǘǊŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƻƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

be a tremendous change.  

Now, the EU funded project R2CITIES, launched a year ago, 

and due to be completed in 2017, is testing solutions to 

achieve this ambitious goal in Istanbul, Turkey, Valladolid, 

Spain, and Genoa, LǘŀƭȅΦ άWe are now at the stage of 

designing potential solutionsΣέ says Margherita Scotto, a civil 

engineer at 5Ω!ǇǇƻƭƻƴƛŀ, an engineering and consulting 

company based in Genoa, Italy and one of the leading project 

ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ άat this current stage, we do not have 

results yetέ ǎƘŜ ŀŘŘǎΦ  

The Italian port city, Genoa, is a good example of a city facing 

challenges in addressing its target sustainable growth 

strategies. One of the project's test sites ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 

Lavatrici social housing district, which was developed during 

the 1980sΦ άIn Genoa, we intend to undertake large residential 

district renovation, such as applying green energy solutions 

like, for example, active construction elementsΣέ {Ŏƻǘǘƻ ǘŜƭƭǎ 

ǳǎΦ {ƘŜ ŀŘŘǎΥ άWe also intend to design and install new 

tailored photovoltaic elements. Solutions will also consider the 

distribution of thermal energy in Lavatrici district.έ 

Scotto also explains that the team is looking into technical 

solutions that may cut consumption by 50% in about 160 

households. This spans a total of about 18,000 square metres. 

άWe chiefly need to find ways to improve thermal insulation 

by introducing grenn building materials, optimising heating 

storage and distribution systems,έ ǎƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΦ 

 

News from 
R2CITIES 

One of the main challenges is coordinating many 

stakeholders with different backgrounds, interests, and 

ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎΦ άWe need to coordinate with the local 

municipality, which owns the houses, the University, which 

takes care of the experimental studies on the sites, and 

other industry partnersΣέ ǎŀȅǎ {ŎƻǘǘƻΦ  

The first step is prioritising operations, and this is where 

ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴΦ άWe have been asked to 

assess key energy issues that need to be addressed and 

support the municipality with investigation on current 

energy consumption and quality of buildings,έ 

explains Renata Morbiducci, professor of building 

technology at the University of Genoa, in Italy, 

and principal scientific coordinator within the project. 

άTrying to reach the target of a 50% energy cut at just 

ϵмлл ǇŜǊ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ƳŜǘǊŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘhe key challenge we will 

face. Achieving this goal, this is the innovation the EU is 

expecting from this project,έ ŀŘŘǎ aƻǊōƛŘǳŎŎƛΦ 

Another project partner from industry comments that 

dialoguing with so many different stakeholders is proving 

to be excitingΣ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾŜ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎΦ άThis 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΣέ says Andrea Melis, engineeer 

at the Genoa branch of a large automation technologies 

multinational company based in Switzerland called ABB.   

Our expertise is in industrial automation. We will have to 

develop technological tools to operate and coordinate all 

apparatus that will regulate energy flow in the refurbished 

buildingsΣέ ƘŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎΦ άCooperating with municipalities 

and the academic sector at the same time is rather new to 

us. But as our company is willing to explore the civil energy 

efficiency sector, this is the way to forward, and we are 

keen on investing in this project.έ 

 

http://r2cities.eu/Demos/Kartal/City_Infos.kl
http://r2cities.eu/Demos/Valladolid/City_Infos.kl
http://r2cities.eu/Demos/Genoa/City_Infos.kl
http://r2cities.eu/Consortium/DAppolonia.kl
http://r2cities.eu/Consortium/Universita_Degli_Studi_Di_Genova.kl
http://r2cities.eu/Consortium/ABB.kl
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R2CITIES goes to Genoa Smart Week 
 

 

R2CITIES partner, Genoa Municipality, is gearing up to stage its Smart 
²ŜŜƪ ŦǊƻƳ мс ǘƻ нл WǳƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŀ 
series of high-level events bringing together experts, stakeholders, and 
authorities from across Europe.  

 

The Municipality, which is responsible for the Lavatrici 
district demonstration site within R2CITES, will also be 
ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ {ƳŀǊǘ 
Week, thus providing a remarkable networking  and 
knowledge sharing opportunity for the whole of the 
consortium in attendance. 

Genoa Smart Week will draw on various European projects, 
including R2CITIES, and on organisations, agencies, 
federations and policy-makers to inspire high-level 
discussion about moving towards more sustainable, energy-
efficient cities. Projects that Genoa Municipality is involved 
in and that will be present during Smart Week 
include CELSIUS, ILLUMINATE, ELIH 
MED, iCITY, TRANSFORM and others Many of these projects 
will themselves be organising side events and are planning 
to hold their consortium meetings during the week. 

One event arising from project contributions is 
the TRANSFORMation Dialogue, due to take place on 17 and 
18 June and co-organised by the cities of Hamburg and 
Genoa. This two day policy forum is packed full with 
presentations and talks about the political responsibility 
and commitment required for a strategic agenda to 
transform our cities. It will gather experts from both cities 
and beyond, who will deal with themes such as energy 
transition, Horizon 2020, the role of regions in developing 
smart cities, modes of transformation governance, to name 
but a few. European projects working in energy efficiency 
will also provide concrete field experience and R2CITIES will 
be among them. 

Also on the Genoa Smart Week agenda is the forum ά¢ƘŜ 
Ŏƛǘȅ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘΥ ǎƳŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜέΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
International Telecommunication Union, a specialist UN 

agency for ICTs.  This forum will take place on 18 June in 
the afternoon starting with two keynote speeches: 
Environment and climate change, and The European 
partnership on Smart Cities and Communities in a 
nutshell. This will be followed by a session on ICT as a way 
to improve living, function and sustainability. 

The diversity of events, and the common theme of a 
transformation agenda for sustainability, will make Genoa 
Smart Week a high-profile event in itself. R2CITIES stands 
to give and gain much during this week.  

For more information, please contact: R2CITIES 
Communication Secretariat 

Link to Genoa Smart Week agenda 

 

In this picture: R2CITIES coordinator Rubén Garcia during the meeting. 

http://www.visitgenoa.it/it/evento/genova-smart-week
http://www.celsiuscity.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/apps/projects/factsheet/index.cfm?project_ref=297227
http://www.elih-med.eu/Layout/elih-med/
http://www.elih-med.eu/Layout/elih-med/
http://www.icityproject.com/
http://urbantransform.eu/2014/01/27/16-20-june-genoa-smart-week/
http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/Workshops-and-Seminars/Pages/2014/Programme-18-jun.aspx
http://r2cities.eu/Contacts/R2CITIES_Contacts.kl
http://r2cities.eu/Contacts/R2CITIES_Contacts.kl
http://www.visitgenoa.it/it/evento/genova-smart-week
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Genoa Smart Week ɀ a series of events 
hosted by R2CITIES partners Genoa 
Municipality  

 Between 16 and 20 June, R2CITIES partner, Genoa Municipality played 

host to over ten events, not including several satellite events, designed 

to pave the way forward for green urban policy. 

 

The line-up of events ranged from conferences, 
presentations and roundtables bringing together experts, 
stakeholders and authorities from across a number of cities 
and districts in Europe. 

Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
R2CITIES consortium, which held its 2

nd
 periodic meeting at 

the same time in Genoa. 

One of the major events organised of Genoa Smart Week 
was the TRANSFORMation Dialogue, a two-day forum 
aimed at examining a new generation of policy approaches 
for going green and staying green in the built environment 
across Europe and beyond. Following 8 workshops on the 
first day of the forum, Gloria Piaggio from Genoa 
Municipality along with Ulf Skirke from Hamburg 
Municipality delivered a presentation setting out guidelines 
on eight strategic outcome areas: policy, economy, 
governance, social equality, technology and legal 
frameworks and on how they should evolve to address the 
challenges ahead. 

These outcome areas feed into complete spectrum of 
topics. For example, active citizen involvement cropped up 
many times as an aspect that must be fully embraced by 
policy makers. Also, a Smart City agenda champions the 
efficient use of resources, preferably renewable, and this in 
turn has implications for technology, social harmony, 
business and economic models, and of course legislation. 
Going beyond the state of the art means combining digital 
infrastructure, sustainable mobility and low energy districts. 
Green city agendas are set to become a laboratory of new 
institutional and legal arrangements, and R2CITIES is very 
much a part of that laboratory. 

The TRANSFORMation Dialogue wound up with the official 
opening of a permanent political forum about smart cities. 
This permanent dialogue is designed to steer EU policy 
toward the right future, taking into account both the 
strategic goals and the tactical considerations along the 
way. 

All presentations available here 

News from 
R2CITIES 

http://urbantransform.eu/2014/01/27/16-20-june-genoa-smart-week/
http://r2cities.eu/Consortium/Comune_Di_Genova.kl
http://r2cities.eu/Consortium/Comune_Di_Genova.kl
http://english.hamburg.de/
http://english.hamburg.de/
http://www.genovasmartcity.it/index.php/resoconto-genova-smart-week
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Nullam suscipit neque in ligula. Duis lectus. 
Curabitur ornare, magna iaculis sodales placerat, 
nisi tellus sollicitudin sapien, eu cursus pede justo 
ut nulla. Nullam in magna adipiscing ipsum fringilla 

iaculis. 

Gloria Piaggio: Genoa, a Smart City 
 

Cities substantially contribute to European air pollution as 

they are the source of about 36% of the total CO2 emissions. 

Modern cities therefore raise sustainability concerns. Now 

R2CITIES aims to test solutions that should cut energy 

consumption by about 50%. The project will focus on the 

districts of three Mediterranean towns as case studies. Their 

current consumption will be recorded before testing 

possible solutions based on building renovation and changes 

in energy sources and distribution. The case studies include 

districts in Valladolid, Spain, in Genoa, Italy, and 

in Kartal near Istanbul, in Turkey. These will be refurbished 

ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ϵмлл ǇŜǊ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ƳŜǘŜǊΣ ŀǎ 

required by the EU commission, which supports the project. 

Gloria Piaggio, director of the Smart City programme at the 

Genoa municipality, connected to the project, talks about 

how architects, engineers, and technicians are planning to 

make a test case in an estate of about 160 council houses, 

spread over 18,000 square meters, to create an 

environmentally friendly district. 

Why did you call your project Smart City? 

Cities are growing fast and there is a need to improve quality 

of life. The improvement is based on an economic 

development that must be sustainable, both economically 

and environmentally. Once seen as mere bureaucratic 

agencies, municipalities are now shifting towards acting as 

planning offices. In Genoa, we have created a Sustainable 

Energy Action Plan, where we set out 80 actions towards  

long term development. Examples of such actions include 

greater energy efficiency in public buildings, energy saving 

technology in street lighting, boosting of car-sharing, plans 

to convert house heating systems from oil to methane. 

Is this plan achievable? 

Yes, this is ambitious and the road to a Smart City is all but 

easy. However, as a municipality we could keep on dealing 

with growing towns and increasing economic and 

environmental pressures forcing us to be reactive in the face 

of emergencies. Alternatively, we can develop long term 

plans. Planning can also guide us towards economic benefits. 

For example, shifting to LED street lighting would lead to 

70% energy savings with a two year return on investment. 

How will you handle the fact that long term planning and 

politics do not well mix together? 

Because politicians often have a short term horizon, we 

want to promote a dialogue between institutions, 

academics, citizens, and the private sector. To do so, we 

have created the Genova Smart City Association (AGSC). It 

ŜƴƎŀƎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ bDhǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 

dialogue with as many stakeholders as possible. 

What is the novelty of this specific project? 

The project fosters close co-operation between the Genoa 

municipality, which owns the Lavatrici social housing district, 

the university, and the private sector. Establishing a dialogue 

between these three entities is a major challenge. As most 

buildings in Europe were erected after the Second World 

War, the building quality in the district is poor. However the 

households have demonstrated that they care considerably 

New technologies and energy management could soon lead to sustainable cities.  
 

R2CITIES 
Interviews 

http://r2cities.eu/Demos/Valladolid/City_Infos.kl
http://r2cities.eu/Demos/Genoa/City_Infos.kl
http://r2cities.eu/Demos/Kartal/City_Infos.kl
http://www.genovasmartcity.it/
http://www.genovasmartcity.it/
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about the buildings and they are keen to test new 

solutions.  

We are experimenting with an ideal Smart dwelling in two 

flats, with new windows, energy saving refurbishing, 

temperature controllers, and more. They will be 

monitored for one year to measure changes in energy 

consumption. Once this has been completed, the plan is 

to refurbish and change the heating distribution systems 

while applying new controlling technologies in about 160 

dwellings. 

How would you rate householdsΩ response in this 

project? 

In social housing there is a disconnect between the 

owner, the municipalities and the users. In the Lavatrici 

district, inhabitants understand that households will 

benefit from this programme because the houses will 

undergo significant improvements. Their feedback is 

positive, they are engaged and eager to co-operate. 

 

(continued) 

R2CITIES 
Interviews 

In these pictures:  

Buildings from Lavatrici district in Genoa 



 

 
7 

n° 2/2014 July 2014 

Keen to introduce a more coordinated way to achieve healthy and 
productive growth towards a better quality of life, Genoa was one of the 
first cities in Italy to join the Smart Cities initiative of the European 
Commission. This is a European Innovation Partnership bringing together 
cities, industry and citizens to improve urban life through more 
sustainable integrated solutions. 

In 2010, and aware of on-coming crisis and societal challenges, Genoa engaged in 
a transformation process towards a Smart City, involving sustainable economic 
development based on innovation and research and led by the local government 
through a process of integrated planning. 
 
¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŀ ŦŜǊǘƛƭŜ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΦ Lǘ 
comprises public bodies, business, academia and citizens working together in a 
comprehensive strategy to promote innovation and to apply it in practical ways. 
They are all driving towards a shared vision, consistent with Europe 2020 targets, 
of a Smart City where people lead better lives. 
 
Genoa promoted the creation of an innovative governance methodology that 
connects the quadruple helix (institutions, academia, business, civil society): 

¶ citizens' needs 

¶ political vision & strategic planning 

¶ academia's creativity 

¶ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΩ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ 

¶ job creation opportunities 

¶ regulatory systems 

¶ funding opportunities 
when it gave life to the Genoa Smart City Association. Its 90 plus members 
aspire to make the city a vibrant and productive place where an intelligent and 
collaborative approach is applied to planning and development while drawing on 
stakeholders and networks. European projects, national initiatives, and tailor-
made business cases all combine to implement this strategic vision that 
stakeholders share. 
 
5ŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƳŀǊǘ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀǎ άimproving quality of life through sustainable economic 
development based on innovation and research and led by the local government 
in a process of integrated planningέΣ DŜƴƻŀ Ƙŀǎ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ 
of a transformation towards real improvement for the city and its inhabitants. 
Since its first Energy Efficiency Improvement Plan in 2001, the Municipality of 
DŜƴƻŀ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 
development. This reached a turning point with the preparation of 
the Sustainable Energy Action Plan (SEAP) within the Covenant of Mayors 
initiative. 

GENOA 
MUNICIPALITY 

fast facts 

Genoa Municipality is the local 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ DŜƴƻŀ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀǊŜŀΦ  

DŜƴƻŀ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ 
focused on education and solidarity, 
quality of life, energy efficiency 
strategies, economy and employment, 
communication and promotion of the 
City, Port and infrastructures, city 
management improvement. 

The Municipality of Genoa is one of the 
first cities in Italy to have committed 
itself to the Smart City initiative of the 
European Commission, considering the 
city as a complex organism needing a 
coordinated guidance to drive its 
healthy and productive growth towards 
a better quality of life.  

 

In the spotlight #1:  
Genoa Municipality 

Contacts 

Website: www.comune.genova.it 
 
Gloria Piaggio  
gpiaggio@comune.genova.it 

 

In the 
spotlight  

http://es.linkedin.com/in/rubengarciap
mailto:gpiaggio@comune.genova.it
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In the 

spotlight  

(continued) 

The SEAP includes a far-reaching set of actions in the following areas: 

¶ the built environment, including new buildings and refurbishment, by 
introducing more stringent energy efficiency requirements in the new 
ǎŜǘ ƻŦ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ˟ 

¶ renewable energy sources, with the installation of photovoltaic plants 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊƳŀƭ ǎƻƭŀǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎ˟ 

¶ transport, thanks to a strategy promoting local public transport by 
reorganising and rationalising urban mobility. 
 

DŜƴƻŀΩǎ {9!t ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ōȅ но҈ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻǿ ǘƻ нлнлΦ .ŀǎŜƭƛƴŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ 
& actions proposed show that integrated processes are advantageous. The 
New Urban Master Plan (PUC) has integrated concepts into development areas 
favouring smart buildings. The Port Authority, an AGSC member, has approved 
ƛǘǎ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ tƭŀƴ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {9!tΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tƻǊǘΩǎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴ ŎƻƳŜǎ 
within the PUC. 
 
As part of the R2CITIES project, Genoa Municipality has selected a 
demonstration site for innovative district renovation. The site is a part of the 
tŜƎƭƛ о 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά[ŀǾŀǘǊƛŎƛϦΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мфуо ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ мфуф ƻƴ 
an area of more than 40,000 m

2
. The total volume of the 4 blocks is around 

230, 000 m
3
 corresponding to 64,000 m

2
.  

 
It is divided into several sectors where various social services are present (i.e. 
schools, sports and recreational areas, supermarkets, road connections, etc.). 
The district also includes an area built with private funding, one built by ARTE 
(Regional body in charge of constructing and refurbishing public buildings) and 
finally the area fulfilling the role of R2CITIES demo site: the "Lavatrici".  
Genoa Municipality has an active role in the project as pilot owner and is 
involved in all the pilot installation and the validation phases. 
 
 
 
 

In this picture:  

The location of Pegli 3 district and of the Lavatrici 
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The University of Genoa (UNIGE) has much experience both in EC 

Framework Programmes (over 100 projects in FP5, 92 projects in FP6 and 

over 40 projects underway in FP7) and in other international research and 

cooperation programmes (153 projects for the period 2000/2009 ς 

European Structural Funds, Life Programme, Bilateral Scientific 

Cooperation, etc.).  

¦bLD9 Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎȅƴŜǊƎƛŎ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άLǘŀƭƛŀƴ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ς LL¢έ 

whose aim is to promote excellence in research in Italy by attracting the 

brightest researchers from a variety of disciplines to Genoa. 

The achievements arising from this collaboration ς discoveries, inventions, 

developments ς are successfully commercialised. 

¦bLD9Ωǎ ƛƴǇǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ wн/L¢L9{ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻf Science 

for Architecture (DSA) of the Polytechnic School of UNIGE. The DSA was set up in 

January 1999 and today it hosts some 100 teaching and research staff in various 

fields of architecture. Their research interests focus on new/existing architecture 

aƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎŎŀƭŜǎΦ Lƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΤ ǘƘŜ 5{!Ωǎ 

research places emphasis on scientific and analytical knowledge (from 

mathematical disciplines to the analysis of materials and structures, from 

technology to the study of the built environment and city planning, from 

architectural relief to restoration), on critical and historical knowledge (including 

archaeological aesthetics) and also on industrial design (product, communication 

and yacht design). 

The DSA is involved in several of the R2CITIES work packages. Its activities mainly 

focus on the measurement and verification of energy performance and savings. 

The aim is to develop several tailored solutions for residential district renovation, 

to produce an integrated design methodology for a systemic energy efficient, 

and to identify the most suitable existing protocols for measuring and verifying 

energy performance. 

 

In the spotlight #2:  
University of Genoa 

In the 
spotlight  

UNIGE 
fast facts 

 The University of Genoa is among 
LǘŀƭƛŀƴΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ 
with an international reputation of 
world class research across a wide 
range of disciplines. 

The University of Genoa has much 
experience both in EC Framework 
Programmes (over 100 projects in FP5, 
92 projects in FP6 and over 40 projects 
currently running in FP7) and in other 
important European and international 
research and cooperation programmes 
(153 projects for the period 2000-2009 
ς European Structural Funds, Life 
Programme, Bilateral Scientific 
Cooperation, etc.). 

 

Contacts 

Website: www.unige.it 
 
Renata Morbiducci  
renata.morbiducci@unige.it 

 

renata.morbiducci@unige.it
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News from the 

demo sites 

News from the demo sites 

In the Cuarto de Marzo district of Valladolid, 
a number of different activities have been 
taking place including audits, diagnosis and 
stakeholder consultation. 

The Valladolid demo team 
(VIVA, CARTIF, Acciona and ONYX) has now 
finalised the methodology for district level 
audit and diagnosis. This is designed to assess 
energy performance and to set out main 
targets to be reached. As part of the 
diagnosis, barriers to implementing the 
Energy Conservation Measures were 
identified using performance simulations, 
non-destructive testing and data collection 
with help from tenants. 

Following this diagnosis phase, the team set 
about evaluating a range of scenarios for 
combined energy conservation measures. 
From this, intervention packages have been 
defined taking into account comfort 
improvement and value for money. These 
packages will enable some 30 buildings (300 
dwellings) to be renovated. 

Another important activity underway is 
stakeholder consultation and outreach. A first 
set of meetings has been held with the 
Communities of Owners of the Cuatro de 
Marzo district to provide an overview of 
R2CITIES along with more detailed 
explanations about the work ahead and how 
the public grant is to be used. These meetings 
started in early June and are set to continue 
until mid-September. 

In addition to these meetings, various 
professional organisations have been 
approached with a view to informing them 
about R2CITIES and especially the nature of 
the renovation due to take place in 

Valladolid. These professional bodies include 
Association of Architects of Castilla y León, 
the Association of Architects of Valladolid, 
the Valladolid Association of Construction 
Entrepreneurs and some financial 
institutions. 

As part of these outreach and sharing 
endeavours, a brochure is now available for 
residents and other stakeholders with 
information about R2CITIES including grant 
possibilities. It is currently being circulated 
to the relevant communities. 

And finally, CARTIF, representing the whole 
demo team, participated in the II National 
Congress of nearly Zero Energy Buildings, 
where they presented the overall R2CITIES 
approach focusing work set for the Cuatro 
de Marzo district. This forum is considered 
as the national reference congress in the 
field of Energy Efficiency in Buildings in 
which representatives of all stakeholders 
from this sector were present (public 
administrations, technicians, financial 
entities, construction companies, SMEs, 
users, etc.) 

 

http://r2cities.eu/Consortium/Sociedad_Municipal_De_Suelo_Y_Vivienda_De_Valladolid__VIVA_Spain.kl
http://r2cities.eu/Consortium/Cartif.kl
http://r2cities.eu/Consortium/Acciona.kl
http://r2cities.eu/Consortium/Onyxsolar.kl
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Genoa Municipality has been meeting with 
tenants who stand to benefit from the 
renovation planned within R2CITIES. Tenants 
have been informed about the project and 
how it is likely to affect them. The 
information given out relates to the specific 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ DŜƴƻŀΩǎ 
Lavatrici district. 

As part of these consultations with local 
residents, various surveys are being 
conducted to obtain information on the 
dwellings from the tenants themselves, and 
to define levels of user acceptance. 

News from the 
demo sites 

¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
TUBITAK is responsible for coordinating the 
FP7 nationally. As such, it supports various 
multinational research and technological 
projects within the EU. The R2CITIES project 
is one of these and it involves partners from 
six countries. In terms of budget and 
consortium it representǎ ¢ǳǊƪŜȅΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ Ctт 
project. 

The aim of the project is to boost energy 
efficiency in residential areas drawing on 
innovative insulation techniques and 

In addition to this, Genoa Municipality is 
now finalising the selection of dwellings to 
ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ άƛƴ ǎƛǘǳ ƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊƛŜǎέΣ ŀƴŘ 
the University of Genoa is now set to 
undertake the first test. 

alternatives methods, thus contributing to a 
model for replication on national and 
international scales. Such a model is being 
developed with the involvement of a nursing 
home building owned by Kartal municipality 
and will be promoted both nationwide and 
abroad. This is the first time that such energy 
efficiency improvement is being undertaken 
at a nursing home, and the work set out 
within R2CITIES will take about one year to 
complete. 

As part of this initiative, project coordinator 
Rubén García, and his colleague Miguel 
Angel García from Fundación CARTIF based 
in Valladolid, Spain, visited Kartal 
municipality in early June. They met 
with Kartal MunicipalityΩǎ aŀȅƻǊ hǇΦ 5ǊΦ 
!ƭǘƤƴƻƪ mȊΣ ±ƛŎŜ aŀȅƻǊ DǸƭŎŜƳŀƭ CƤŘŀƴ, 
Kartal Municipality Project Team, TUBITAK 
and representatives from Tǎǘŀƴōǳƭ ¢Ŝƪƴƛƪ 
Üniversitesi. A number of presentations and 
exchanges took place and a on-site technical 
visit of the nursing home was arranged. 

The delegation was pleased with how the 
work in Kartal was progressing and the visit 
ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ƳŀȅƻǊ hǇΦ 5ǊΦ !ƭǘƤƴƻƪ 
Öz and his wife Feray Öz . 

 


